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Air National Guard Band of the Northeast Completes Eight-City Concert Tour

By SSgt Joe LaRosa and SSgt Matt Makara

MILFORD, MA - Thundering applause from enthusiastic audiences was the norm during the Air National Guard Band of the Northeast’s (ANGBNE) recent three-state concert tour.  Under the musical direction of SMS gt Bill Drury, the unit was well-received during its many performances in Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine from June 30 to July 7.


The warm reception from these New England communities was enjoyed by not only the original members of the band, but also eight musicians from St. Louis-based Air National Guard Band of the Central States who joined the unit for tour:  MSgts Jeff Strahlem, Karen Faris and Ray Knittig, TSgt Linda Tessereau, A1C Blake Carlile, SRA Lindsay Larue, Amn Michael and A1C Kyle Allen.  From the historic site of the first muster in Salem, MA, to the breathtaking coast of Maine, the unit’s guests experienced the very best of New England during their visit.  As percussionist SRA Lindsay Larue explained, “the opportunity to experience the beauty of New England along with its deep rooted appreciation and respect for the National Guard was awesome.”

      
The eight-city tour began with an indoor performance by “Sounds in Blue,” the unit’s concert band, before a near-capacity crowd at the Collins Center for the Performing Arts in Andover, MA.  Audience members were enthralled by the band’s varied repertoire this year, which included everything from patriotic favorites to jazz and Broadway numbers to a stirring bag-pipe solo.  Next it was on to the Granite State for performances in Portsmouth and Newport where the concert band continued to captivate sizeable audiences.  According to pianist SSgt Raul Santiago, “the people of New Hampshire showed themselves to be just so patriotic and enthusiastic about their support of the military.”


The unit’s sixteen-piece Jazz Ambassadors ensemble under the direction of SSgt Erik Fecke also performed for hundreds at the Hampton Beach Bandstand on July 3. Vacationers and beachgoers enjoyed a two-hour concert featuring the ensemble’s toe tapping jazz and blues standards.  As tenor saxophonist SSgt James Noury noted, “a fun day at the beach, great music, and cheering crowds—you just can’t beat that combination.” 

      
As is the case every year, Independence Day saw the unit perform double duty.  After marching a noontime parade in Andover, NH, for roaring crowds, the unit traveled to North Conway, NH, where a “Sounds in Blue” performance capped daylong festivities for more than 7,000 people as a prelude to a fireworks show.  With the chance to perform for so many proud citizens, the day turned out to be a great success for the band.  As the fireworks finished their brilliant cascades across the sky, Drum Major and Concert Narrator MSgt Charles Edgerly exclaimed, “What a fantastic day this has been for both the people of New Hampshire and the Air National Guard.” 

      
The band finished off its tour with performances in Maine.  The unit’s jazz and concert bands split duties during a July 5 evening performance at Fort Halifax Park in Winslow, ME.  Against the backdrop of the park’s beautiful tree line and riverbanks, the performances drew a crowd of individuals eager to continue their Independence Day celebration.  
The unit’s successful tour concluded with “Sounds in Blue” performing July 6 in the renovated Grand Theater, in Ellsworth, ME.  The roaring applause the band received after the last note was played served as the perfect punctuation mark to the summer tour.  
For vocalist TSgt Anne Donahue, the reception was especially touching, as the concert represented the end of her long, illustrious career with the band.  Stepping into retirement, she enjoyed the unique satisfaction that the Air National Guard Band of the Northeast had proven itself once again as one of the most proficient and popular military bands in the country.
The Air National Guard Band of the Northeast is a 100% traditional guard unit located at Joint Force Headquarters in Milford, MA.  The band’s area of responsibility includes all of New England and eastern New York.  The members of the band are professional Air National Guard musicians working in support of U.S. Air Force and Air National Guard recruiting and community relations objectives. For more information, visit the band’s website:  www.angbne.org
